
 

 

This is the third edition of the Pyons Group Parish 

Council newsletter, which again is being delivered to 

every household in our parishes and will also be 

available on the parish website. We hope you find these 

newsletters to be informative.  Please do contact us if 

you have any comments or require further information 

about any of the items we have covered.   

We have been pleased to welcome new families to Canon 

Pyon and other parts of our parish and we have tried to 

deliver a copy of our residents’ guide to as many of our 

new households as possible.  We hope you have found it 

to be useful.  If you have not yet received one, then 

please do let the Clerk know and we will get one to you. 

You can also get lots of information about what is 

happening in our area from the monthly Pyonear 

magazine – just 35p from Marcus’ shop. 

Since our last newsletter we have welcomed onto the 

parish council two new councillors, Mr Tony Austin and 

Mr David Wilkinson.  The four-year term of the parish 

council will be coming to an end in March 2019, so if you 

are interested in standing as a councillor please get in 

touch. If you would like any information on what is 

involved, please contact Richard (our clerk) via our 

website. 

 

The “new look” of  Canon Pyon. 
Watling Close (looking north) 

 

 

Chairman’s Report  

The completion of our Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(NDP) has coincided with one of the biggest accelerations in 
house building for many years.  The NDP was always going 
to be pro-development but guided by an agreed set of 
principles. The document is available to view through our 
website www.pyonsgroup.co.uk.  
 

Our updated website went live last autumn. As opposed to 
the original one launched in 2012, the new one is built on a 
template specifically designed for parish councils and we 
think is much better, and easier to use. There is a lot of 
information to be found there, not just on parish council 
business, but community groups and events. We have 
recently removed the community Facebook link and the 
Parish Council will no longer be involved with the Facebook 
page.  But if any member of the community would like to 
take this page on then do please contact the Clerk via the 
website. 
 

Our footpaths have enjoyed continued funding from 
Herefordshire Council, but even this is now going to be 
coming to an end, so we as a parish council will be needing 
to decide how much we will contribute to their upkeep. We 
are hoping to produce a booklet of walks to encourage 
more interest in their use - if you would like to help with this 
project please get in touch. 
 

The plans for the public open space between Pyon Close 
and the Playing Fields have been considered.  This area is to 
be handed over to the Parish Council on completion of the 
development, together with a lump sum to cover the first 
15 years of upkeep.  The Council has asked for most of the 
older trees to be removed and for 6 new medium-sized 
trees to be planted instead, three of which will be along the 
boundary with the A4110.  There will be a small pond and a 
path connecting the development with the A4110.  Two 
bench seats will be provided.  The proposals can be viewed 
on the website. 
 

It is hoped that this area will be an asset to the community 
as a leisure facility and perhaps for holding small events. 

Harry Ray 

http://www.pyonsgroup.co.uk/


 

Report of Herefordshire Ward Councillor 

 

Smallholdings Disposal  
Currently disposal completions equate to over £27m. 
With predicted final sales another £16m is expected.  It is 
still the intention of Herefordshire Council to invest this 
money on projects that will earn a revenue and provide 
a future asset for the County rather than simply to pay 
wages or fix roads.  
 

Road Maintenance  
I know most of you are concerned, as am I, about the 
diabolical state of some of our roads.  
 

Previously, some £5m of additional monies had been 
secured from central government. This was specifically 
ring-fenced for road repairs. This has now been spent.  
 

This exceptional grant money, and the decision to use the 
higher quality resurfacing process, led to the need for a 
particular type of machinery and operation to be used. 
Having chosen the higher quality surface and process, the 
cost of maintenance measured over the next 10 to 20 
years, will be considerably lower, with less pressure on 
future budgets and the taxpayer.  Jam tomorrow is 
always a difficult sell but if it is the right decision it will 
have long-term benefits for all residents and road users.  
 

What might be of interest is Herefordshire Council’s 
claim for defective works against the previous road 
contractor, Amey. I have yet to see the outcome but it 
was the expectation of the Council to seek damages in 
the region of £9m.  If successful this money would be 
ring-fenced and used exclusively to repair the roads.  
 

The majority (not all) of the major roads are in reasonable 
condition and the Council is doing their very best, under 
difficult financial constraints, in attempting to right the 
wrong of decades of poor road maintenance.  Let’s hope 
we have a contractor, in the form of the present provider 
Balfour Beatty, to get the job done.  
 

Finance  
Herefordshire Council is certainly attempting to meet the 
self-funding aspirations, as directed by central 
government, by 2020.  
 

Although undeniably challenging, the Council is well on 
its way to delivering budget savings of some £96m 
between the years 2010 and 2021, yet continue every 
day to help protect around 2,500 vulnerable adults and 
1,000 children and young people (including 300 children 
in care). This is from the annual funding stream including 
some £98m that comes from our Council Tax and £33m 
from Business Rates. It is still alarming to note that 76% 
of this combined income is immediately spent on adult 
social care.  

Recent achievements by Herefordshire Council  
 

  A three-year improvement in pupil attainment in all 
key stages  

  An increase in the number of foster carers by 9% 
against a backdrop of nationally reducing numbers  

 Reduced agency staffing in the last year by 50%. This 
equates to immediate savings 

 Significantly improved adult social care client 
satisfaction to among the best in the country  

 Successfully working with external partners to 
produce a business case which secured £23m of 
government funding to establish a new university in 
Hereford  

 Providing a combined Job Centre and Customer 
Service Centre in partnership with the Department for 
Work and Pensions, to provide easier access in a more 
cost-efficient way than running two separate centres  

 Progressing plans for a by-pass for Hereford City and 
delivered major infrastructure improvements to the city 
and county road network  

 Successfully delivering the Hereford Enterprise Zone, 
creating over 600 new jobs  

 In partnership with Worcestershire County Council, 
opening a new energy-from-waste plant  

 Leisure centres transferred to HALO, leading to much 
improved facilities for the public and saving the 
ratepayer the cost of running them  

 Continuing the excellent relationship with the 
Marches Local Enterprise Partnership has secured some 
£60m in external funding  

 Resurfaced 19% of the county’s roads  

Mark Cooper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates of forthcoming Parish Council Meetings 2018 

We welcome members of the public to attend our 
meetings and to bring to our attention any local issues 
for information/discussion. The programme of 
meetings for the remainder of 2018 is as follows: 
 

Tuesday 4th September at 7.30 pm at Ledgemoor 
Clubroom  
 

Tuesday 2nd October at 7.30 pm at Westhope Church 
 

Tuesday 6th November at 7.30 pm at Canon Pyon 
Parish Hall. 
 

The agenda is published on the website five days 
before the meeting and is also put on the local notice 
boards. 
 

 

 

 



 

Speeding on the A4110 at Canon Pyon 

Speeding through Canon Pyon and past Canon Pyon 
School is not a new problem.  For many years both the 
Parish Council and the School Governors have repeatedly 
tried to encourage the Police and the Highways Authority 
to be interested in the problem, but the fact is that the 
stretch of road past the school is outside the 30mph zone 
and from their perspective, as there haven’t been any 
fatal accidents (thankfully) and it is a straight road 
suitable for overtaking, it can remain a 40 mph zone. 
 

In the early 1990s I remember (as a school governor) 
doing a roadside interview for breakfast radio to highlight 
the noise and danger from lorries,  as they thundered past 
the school.  And around the same time the school 
caretaker used to switch on an illuminated sign to warn 
motorists when children were arriving and departing 
from school.  
 

Finally, the Governors decided to try and move the 
children away from the traffic, and the school bus started 
to shuttle children to and from the Parish Hall car park so 
they could safely get into their parent’s car. The field 
behind the school was kindly loaned for the purpose of 
extending the school car park and making it safer for all. 
A footpath from the school to the village has been 
discussed and rejected, as it would narrow the road. 
 

The Parish Council has looked into the idea of putting 
‘white gates’ at either end of the village. However, the 
verges are not wide enough to accommodate the ‘gates’ 
and we have been advised by another parish that has 
implemented this system that ‘white gates’ would only 
slow the traffic by 2 - 4 mph on average. 
 

Nonetheless, there are measures that have been taken to 
address speeding on the A4110.  As you will have seen, a 
Speed Indicator Device (SID) is deployed regularly to 
remind drivers of the 30 mph speed limit.  The latest data 
available to the Parish Council shows that the average 
speed of 85 percent of vehicles was 33 mph by the parish 
hall and 31 mph by Meadow Drive.  The Highways 
Authority (Herefordshire Council) and West Mercia Police 
both use the so-called 85th percentile to assess the 
requirement for further action.  According to the Safer 
Roads Partnership, the trigger for speeding enforcement 
is 35mph. 
 

In breaking news, Herefordshire Council is finalising a 
joint initiative with the Safer Roads Partnership to take a 
strategic route-enforcement approach for the stretch of 
the A4110 from Hereford to Leintwardine, in response to 
recorded collisions and speed data collected across the 
entire route.  There will be a number of speed 
enforcement locations supported by signage and a poster 
campaign along the route.  One of the enforcement 
locations being proposed is at Canon Pyon.

The Herefordshire Council/Safer Roads Partnership 
initiative is likely to be underway by September 2018. 
 

The Parish Council had applied to West Mercia Police to set 
up a Community Speed Watch scheme.  However the Safer 
Roads Partnership campaign highlighted above means that 
we cannot have Community Speed Watch for the time 
being.  This is because the road needs to be subject to 
consistent enforcement action, and operating two schemes 
simultaneously is not permitted. 
 

In the longer term, the Parish Council has asked that 
funding for highways improvements paid to Herefordshire 
Council from the two major housing developments in 
Canon Pyon is used to pay for a pelican crossing by the 
Playing Field car park.  This will certainly slow the traffic 
near the village hall, and will hopefully influence the traffic 
outside the school as well.  Herefordshire Council has 
indicated that a pelican crossing could cost more than 
£100,000 in total, so is likely to use the bulk of the highways 
improvement funding available.  Please note that 
Herefordshire Council and Balfour Beatty are ultimately 
responsible for road improvements, with input from the 
Parish Council. 
 

Based on the results of enforcement action in parishes 
across the county, it is often local residents who are found 
to be responsible for some incidents of speeding.  The 
trouble is we know our roads too well.  The Parish Council 
and the Police would appreciate your help with this.  
 

If we all keep our speeds down, and the measures 
highlighted above are implemented, we hope it should go 
some way to alleviating our speeding problem. 
 

Councillor Gill Dickson 
 

  

New Campaign to Tackle Dog Mess 

Dog mess is an ongoing problem everywhere, but a 

new Public Space Protection Order, which came into 

force in Herefordshire in March, will allow 

Enforcement Officers to take action against owners 

who don’t clean up after their pets.  There is also an 

online link so that residents themselves can report dog 

mess via the Herefordshire Council website. 

Canon Pyon Playing Fields is a dog-free zone but we are 

aware that people who are new to the area may not 

know this, as the “No Dogs” signs keep being removed.  

But please, wherever you walk your dog, clear up the 

mess and take it home with you.  It really is not very 

pleasant to find a bag of dog poo hanging from a 

branch.  



 

 

 

 

 

 
  

   
   

  

 

 

Ledgemoor Club Room 

is available for hire at 

very reasonable rates.  

Contact Gwen Best on 

01544 318152 

251658240

 

Some of you may remember 

that the kiosk was bought by 

the Parish Council for £1 and 

it remains available for 

parishioners to use.  Please 

note that there are no 

kitchen/toilet facilities. 

Contact Harry Ray on 01544 

318643 

Who is on the Parish Council 
 

Canon Pyon 
Tony Austin  01432 830519 

Shelley Bagnall  01432 839057 

Norman Davies   01432 830758 

Gill Dickson  01432 830409 

Lynne Pugh  01432 830737 

Derek Spooner  01432 830046 

Geoffrey Vaughan 01432 830441 

 (Vice-Chairman) 

David Wilkinson  07826 169708 
 

Kings Pyon 

David Bowen-Jones 01432 839325 

Harry Ray (Chairman) 07816 776813 

Brian Thomas  07583 802419 

Margaret Riley  01432 318677 
 

Parish Clerk 

Richard Hewitt   07963 845358 

clerk.pyonsgroup@gmail.com 
 

You can find us on the internet at: 
http://www.pyonsgroup.co.uk/ 

Spring Litter Pick 
 

We had a good attendance this year; maybe it was the temptation of 
the delicious, hot home-made soup and rolls which the Pyons WI kindly 
made and served at Canon Pyon Parish Hall.  
 

The grand total of ten pickers arrived at the Parish Hall car park on 
Saturday 24th March; the usual volunteers were there but it was also 
good to see some new faces.  We mapped out our routes and set off 
armed with black bags, hoop to hold the bag open, picking sticks, Hi Viz 
jackets and gloves.   
 

In one area there were no less than 60 tin cans, which could almost be 
considered as fly tipping.  There were a few spirit bottles, but generally 
there seemed to be slightly less rubbish than in previous years. The 
weather stayed fine and we took about 2 hours working tirelessly.  
 

We are proud of where we live; we have beautiful countryside and as a 
responsible community we like to keep it tidy. You are welcome to join 
us next Spring; details will be in the Pyonear village magazine.  In the 
meantime if you wish to do some litter picking yourself, we have kit you 
can borrow, just contact Geoffrey Vaughan grv@grvaughan.co.uk. 
 

King’s Pyon War Memorial 

In this year, which marks the centenary of the 
ending of the First World War, the Parish 
Council has been advised that the war 
memorial in King’s Pyon churchyard has been 
added to the List of Buildings of Special 
Architectural or Historic Interest. The 
memorial is now listed at Grade II. 
 

It is described as “an elaborately carved and 
evocative example of a war memorial taking 
the form of a funerary monument. Standing 
in the churchyard, it has group value with the 
Church of St Mary (Grade I) and the Clarke 
monument (Grade II)”. 
 

.  

 

mailto:clerk.pyonsgroup@gmail.com
http://www.pyonsgroup.co.uk/

