
Pyons Group Parishes 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Review Steering Group 

Notes from a meeting at Westhope Church,  

7.30pm, Wednesday 22 January 2020 

 

1. Mr G. Vaughan was elected steering group co-ordinator and will chair the meetings. 

 

2. Attendance at the meeting 

a) Steering Group Members: Mr G Vaughan (Co-ordinator), Mrs G Dickson, Mr I Barber, 

Mr J. Lee, Mr M Peruzza and Mr D Spooner. 

b) Apologies for absence: None. 

c) In attendance: Ms S Banks, NDP team leader, Herefordshire Council, Bill Bloxsome, 

planning consultant and Mr R Hewitt, Clerk. There were two members of the public present 

at the meeting. 

 

3. Declarations of interest on agenda items – None. 

 

4. Members of the public were invited to join/ support the steering group. The members of 

the public present declined.  

 

5. Assess NDP review process with Herefordshire Council and planning consultant, and 

initial list of areas to review that have been agreed by the parish council 

Ms S Banks provided an overview of the review process, and that moderate and substantial 

changes will require examination and in the case of substantial changes a further referendum 

before the NDP is remade (or adopted) by Herefordshire Council. Examples of substantial 

changes include housing allocations, sites and settlement boundaries. Minor reviews will not 

result in the NDP being remade. A site can be just 1-2 houses and might be identified in 

settlements outside of Canon Pyon. Under the NPPF an NDP requires a housing allocation 

site in order to be made or adopted by the planning authority. 

 

The legislation requires a Regulation 16 public consultation which is carried out by 

Herefordshire Council.  However, it is recommended to undertake a local six week 

consultation, including external consultees, before this. 

 

There is no requirement for a call for land if the site allocations remain unchanged. A call for 

land will extend the time taken to do the review, and the submissions received will need to be 

assessed in line with current guidance which has become more rigorous. One option to 

consider is to reduce the size of remaining site allocations, to reflect the delivery of housing 

under Herefordshire Council’s core strategy. 

 

[The steering group coordinator thanked Ms Banks who then left the meeting.] 

 

Mr Bloxsome said that the former Leominster Marches Local Plan may have had a settlement 

boundary defined for Kings Pyon and will submit a proposal to support the NDP review.   



 

[The steering group coordinator thanked Mr Bloxsome who then left the meeting.] 

 

The list of areas suggested for review by Herefordshire Council will be integrated into the 

parish council’s agreed areas for review. In line with the parish council’s financial 

regulations, a further two planning consultants have been asked to submit a proposal to 

support the NDP review. One is unlikely to be available; the other has proposed a meeting in 

February 2020. 

 

6. Plan for consultation event: The proposed date for the consultation event is Saturday 14 

March 2020 at Canon Pyon Parish Hall which will allow time to publicise the consultation in 

the Pyonear. A leaflet will be delivered to as many households and businesses as possible in 

the parishes to publicise the consultation event. The WI will be asked to organise 

refreshments (a budget will be required to purchase the refreshments). Mr Lee kindly agreed 

to facilitate the consultation event. 

 

The format for the consultation is proposed as follows:  

• Explain why the NDP is being reviewed; 

• Present list of suggested areas to review, ask for feedback and whether there may be 

additional areas to consider; 

• Summarise the NDP process and options; 

• Prioritise areas to review in the NDP. 

 

The outcome of the consultation will then inform the parish council’s decision on which areas 

to update in the NDP document. 

 

7. Finance: Pyons Group Parish Council has agreed £500 to support the NDP review, 

including the consultation event. Longer term, funding is available via the MyCommunity 

website. It is made for periods of up to six months. It is expected that applications for the 

2020-21 financial year will be accepted from mid-March 2020. A project plan and costings 

will be required to support an application for grant funding. 

 

8. Consider roles for steering group members and reporting process for steering group:  

It is proposed to have a steering group coordinator in place of a chairman. Specific roles for 

steering group members will be agreed in line with the requirements of the neighbourhood 

development plan process. Mr Lee kindly offered to look at environmental issues and 

constraints and this was supported by the meeting. 

 

Meetings of the steering group will be held in public and publicised via the website and 

noticeboards in the parishes. Agendas and notes of meetings will be available via the Pyons 

Group website. An NDP Review page has been created for this purpose. Meeting notes will 

be posted once they have been reported to the parish council, for example, notes from the 

steering group meeting held on 22 January 2020 will be made available following the parish 

council meeting on 4 February 2020. 

  



 

9. Summarise recommendations: 

• To agree to hold a consultation event on Saturday 14 March 2020 as set out under #6; 

• To agree proposed initial list of areas to review (updated to integrate suggestions from 

Herefordshire Council); 

• To prepare a six month project plan, including support from a planning consultant and 

to make an application for a grant via the MyCommunity website; 

• To agree reporting process for the steering group as set out under #8. 

 

10. Matters for the next meeting: Plan for consultation event. 

 

11. Date of next meeting(s) and close meeting 

The steering group agreed to meet next at 7.30pm on Thursday 6 February 2020 at Canon 

Pyon Parish Hall.  

 

The meeting closed at 9.25pm. 

 

*** 

 


