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Background 

This document was originally produced in July 2020 in PowerPoint as part of the Pyons 

Group Neighbourhood Development Plan Review. The immediate intent of the brief was to 

inform supporting consultants (Kirkwells and AECOM), and the Group’s Parish Council. It 

was not intended as a comprehensive analysis of the issue. The format and layout of the 

original document has been changed in order to comply with accessibility requirements. The 

overall content remains unaltered.  

The Report 

Flooding – Pyons Group 

The parish is prone to fluvial (river) and surface flooding, with a particular risk from direct 

(surface) run-off from surrounding land, as well a risk of the sewerage system being 

overloaded. This is compounded by the high clay content of the soil which contributes to 

the land quickly reaching saturation point and thus increasing direct run-off during high 

impact weather events and contributing to incidents of flash flooding. The three high impact 

weather events during the 2019/20 autumn/winter blocked roads, including those to 

residential areas to both vehicles and pedestrians, and resulted in individual homes being 

flooded resulting in several hundreds of thousands of pounds worth damage. 

The Group can be the victim of the following types of flooding: 

River (Fluvial) Flooding: A fluvial, or river flood, occurs when the water level in a 

river, lake or stream rises and overflows onto the surrounding banks, shores and 

neighbouring land.  

Surface Water flooding: Flooding from surface water is caused when rainfall cannot 

soak away because the ground is fully saturated or the drainage systems is unable to 

cope with the volume of water. Surface water flooding is an increasing problem as 

more and more ground is surfaced for developments, and for example through poor 

maintenance of the drainage system. 

Ground Water: Ground water flooding can occur when water levels underneath the 

ground rise above normal levels approaching the surface. It is usually caused by long 

periods of heavy rainfall and can be a contributory factor in surface flooding.  

Sewer: Sewer flooding may result from a failure in the sewer system, for example a 

breached or damage pipe. It may also happen when there is not enough capacity to 

take water entering the system, the excess escaping to the surface through drain 

covers. 

The parish has approximately 4 miles of A Class (A4110) and some 20 miles of rural lanes.  

Throughout the parish poor road drainage is an issue; many road side drainage ditches are 

in a poor state of repair, choked with debris, and with collapsed sides and blocked culverts.  
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Even when they are cleared, the rapid surface flow picks up debris blocking drainage 

systems.   

Moreover, where there are sections of well-maintained field and roadside drainage this 

increases water flow rate and volume. However, when this higher flow reaches a section of 

poorly maintained drainage, the latter is overwhelmed, debris quickly blocking culverts and 

with narrow ditches exacerbating the situation. Furthermore, the majority of the parish is 

surrounded by high ground, adding to the flow of water into the low-lying ground in the 

centre.   

Flooding – Single Points of Failure 

There are at least nine flood choke points/single points of failure in the parish where, for 

various reasons, the existing drainage systems come under pressure. When flooded these 

points can hamper vehicle and pedestrian movement within the community, and movement 

to centres such as Hereford, Leominster and Weobley.  

In the case of Canon Pyon an additional factor is that the built environment runs north 

south and at 90˚ to the west-east flow of surface and sub-surface water; the roads and 

buildings act as a barrier forcing the water to seek alternative routes through any gaps (for 

example by flowing down Church Road, Butthouse Road and Mill Road).  

 In Westhope surface flooding from Westhope Hill flows down the lanes overwhelming 

drainage and putting properties close to the road at risk and hampering vehicle traffic. A 

similar effect occurs in Kings Pyon blocking the roads in particular where toads cross over 

Wellington Brook. 

With the blocking of roads to all but high-axle vehicles, combined with the parish’s reliance 

on rural lanes, members of the community could be put at risk of being isolated. This could 

be a critical factor in the event of an emergency. 

Flooding at these choke points can leave communities and isolated residences cut-off, 

hampering the delivery of services, including the emergency services.  In addition, with an 

ageing population (Herefordshire Council predicts that 33% of the rural population will be 

aged over 65 by 2031), increases their vulnerability if for example care can’t be delivered 

and also raises the issue of their physical ability to put flood defences in place without 

assistance.  

The choke points affecting the parish are (see Figures 1 - 3 below): 
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Figure 1: Pyons Group River Flooding (Source Environment Agency) 

 

Figure 2: Pyons Group - Surface Flooding (Source Environment Agency) 

1. River and surface flooding North of Ledgemoor at the junction of Weobley Marsh 
and the C1094.   

2. Culvert under Wellington Brook/C1092 in Kings Pyon; river and surface flooding 
blocking movement through the village. 

3. Wellington Brook/A4110 Bridge north of Canon Pyon river flooding blocking 
north/south traffic. 
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4. Fullbridge Road/Bridge over Wellington Brook river flooding blocking movement 
between the A4110 and Westhope. 

5. Bridge under A4110 in Canon Pyon. River and surface flooding blocks entrance to 
Brookside as well as movement on A4110 and (surface flooding) on the junction with 
the C1092 (Church Road). 

6. Surface flooding junction Butthouse Road – A4110 – Mill Road blocking access. 
7. Culvert under A4110/Sizebrook surface flooding blocks access. 
8. Kinford – culvert and bridge under Mill Road with surface (water running down Mill 

Road from the village, as well as off the fields, combined with river flooding from 
Wellington Brook. This blocks access at the bridge (fluvial overflow), and at the 
culvert on the Canon Pyon side of the bridge blocking access. 

9. Derndale Road between Kinford Cross and Derndale and onwards to the A49. Run-
off from the high ground and hills to the north-east leads to surface flooding. Due to 
the road being lower than the fields on either side this flooding is a persistent issue.  

 

Figure 3: Surface Flooding - Canon Pyon 

Recent Flooding Events in Canon Pyon 

• April 1999: Surface and river flooding at start of Easter weekend. Sizebrook, 
Butthouse (Nupton)/Mill Road junction, Brookside entrance and Bridge inundated. 
Kinford and Fullbridge blocked. 

• 7 December 2000: Flooding at Butthouse/A4110/Mill Road, Sizebrook, and at bridge 
and Entrance to Brookside. Kinford blocked. 

• March 2003: Flooding in Canon Pyon (Butthouse/A4110/Mill Road. Flooding in Nags 
Head PH. Kinford blocked. 

• 20 July 2007: Flooding at Butthouse Road/A4110/Mill Road, and in area of bridge 
and entrance to Brookside 

• 24 September 2012: Flooding at Butthouse/A4110/Mill Road and at entrance to 
Brookside. 
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• February 2014: Flooding at Butthouse/A4110/Mill Road. Kinford blocked. 

• 1 September 2014: Flooding at Butthouse/A4110/Mill Road.  

• July 2019: Effluent spillage in Canon Pyon (at end of month) following heavy rain. 

• 26 October 2019: Flooding at Butthouse/A4110/Mill Road, Sizebrook, and at bridge 
and Entrance to Brookside. Kinford blocked. Parts of Watling Meadow flooded. 

• 24 December 2019: Flooding at Butthouse/A4110/Mill Road, Sizebrook, and at 
bridge and Entrance to Brookside. Kinford blocked. Derndale Road blocked by 
flooded delivery van (recovered 27 Dec 19). 

• 16 February 2020: Flooding at Butthouse/A4110/Mill Road, Sizebrook, and at bridge 
and Entrance to Brookside. Kinford blocked. Parts of Watling Meadow and Pyons 
Close flooded. Nags Head PH flooded along with houses at top of Mill Road.  

 

Hereford Times 3 April 2003 

The following text was published in the 3 April 2003 edition of the Hereford Times: 

• ON THE ROAD -- On one of his regular tours of the area our MP Bill Wiggin was 

outside the Nag's Head on Saturday; I guess it was that little word 'outside' that 

decided the number who turned up, but in the short time available many local 

concerns were aired. The perennial flooding around the Nag area arose, everyone of 

a certain vintage will remember paddling in the bar during Dick Hardy's reign, and 

the carpet hung out to dry on the clothes line.. not much has changed despite 

frequent efforts since. I presume it's a combination of circumstances: run-off, 

inadequate drains and the odd ill-placed hollow in the road almost designed to flood 

and, worse, prevent the water naturally draining away; hopefully the interest of an 

MP will effect further action.  

Flooding Incidents – Examples 

 

Figure 4: Flooding at Brookside/A4110 Canon Pyon 20 Jul 07 
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Flooding at Brookside/A4110 Canon Pyon brook in foreground (Source: C Nugent, Letter to 

Planners 15 Jul 14). Note: The volume of water has overwhelmed the capacity of the bridge 

(left of photo). The yellow arrows indicate the direction of flood water flow. 

 

Figure 5: Flooding at Butthouse/A4110/Mill Road junction 24 Sep 12 

Flooding at Butthouse/A4110/Mill Road junction. Nags Head PH to left. Field that is now 

Pyons Close is to the left. Note dip in the road which now contributes to run-off from Pyons 

Close into the junction (Source: C Nugent, Letter to Planners 15 Jul 14). Although the 

flooding spreads out as it crosses the main road it then funnels down Mill Road (labelled 

here as Wellington Road), which is narrow (2.6m) and downhill to the bridge at Kinford 

650m distant. 

 

Figure 6: Flooding in Mill Road 26 Oct 19 
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Flooding in Mill Road, just to east of Doran. The road is in the foreground, the drainage ditch 

parallel to the hedge. The entrance to Site D will be on the opposite side of the road (i.e. 

behind the camera). 

 

 

Figure 7: Kinford Farm - Before and After 

Photo on left was taken on 26 Oct 19 showing extent of flooding, although at the time the 

picture was taken it had receded. This flood was due to both river and surface flooding (the 

stream is outside the picture frame to the left). The second photo, taken on 29 Jul 20 is for 

comparison. The stable and house in the picture are listed. 

 

Figure 8: Mill Road, corner before Kinford 26 Oct 19 

Mill Road, corner before Kinford looking uphill. The water in the foreground will be 0.6 to 

0.8m deep.  
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Figure 9: Flooding in Mill Road 16 Feb 20 

Flooding in Mill Road looking uphill from Kinford. Note overwhelmed drainage ditch on left.  

 

 

 

Figure 10: Mill Road Looking downhill towards Kinford 16 Feb 20 

Mill Road Looking downhill towards Kinford corner. Drainage ditch to right. 
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Figure 11: Kinford Corner Feb 14 

Same corner after flooding in Feb 14. © Luka Woodbridge (from Google Earth) 

 

Figure 12: Kinford Corner (without Flooding) 

Same corner, photo taken on 29 Jul 20 for comparison (roughly same position as the Feb 

2014 photo). 
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Figure 13:Flooding Junction A4110 and Church Road – 16 Feb 20 

Flooding in the area of the junction of Church Road and the A4110 on 16 Feb 20.  In the top 

photo, the temporary traffic light is just before the bridge over the brook, which had burst 

its bank. 

 

Figure 14: Flooding Outside Parish Hall 17 Feb 20 

Same area as figure 14, looking in the opposite direction the following day (© G McLeod) 
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Figure 15: Butthouse Road 16 Feb 20 (© Richard Gibbons) 

• Top left, water flowing down the road after a culvert approx. 275 m further up the 
road became blocked. 

• Centre: Surface water flowing off the fields immediately behind the building line of 
the village.  

• Top Right: The junction of Butthouse Road and the A4110. The red arrow indicates 
the position of the scour line from the flood in the early hours of the morning (peak 
flood was at approximately 03:00 am). 

 
Figure 16: Flooding at junction of Mill Road and A4110 16 Feb 20 

Flooding at junction of Mill Road and A4110 on 16 Feb 20. Photo on left, taken in the 

morning at approximately 11:00 am, the peak flooding was at approximately 3:00 am.  The 

second photo, was taken in late afternoon. Nags Head PH car park is to the right of the 

second photo. 



14 
 

 

 

Figure 17: Mill Road surface flooding 26 Oct 19 

Mill Road surface flooding. Site D is to the left (photo was taken later in the day that the one 

above). Note drainage ditch on right has overflowed.  

 

Figure 18: Kitchen of Nags Head PH 16 Feb 20 (© Val Hirst) 

 



15 
 

 

Figure 19: A4110 Flooding at Sizebrook – 16 Feb 20 (© G McLeod) 

Surface and river flooding at Sizebrook. There is a proposal to build ten houses in the field to 

the right of the speed limit sign. 

 

Figure 20: Local Farmer Recovering a Stranded Vehicle 27 Oct 19 

Local farmer recovering a private car from Derndale Road on 27 Oct 19. The driver, a care 

worker, had been attempting to reach the A49 when she got stranded. Her recovery 

company was unable to reach her due to the flooding. Such ad-hoc assistance is a common 

feature in the community. 
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Figure 21: Derndale Road 27 Oct 19 

24 hours after the flash flooding of 26 Oct, this dip in Derndale Road which links Mill Road to 

the A49 remained blocked. At the deepest point, the water will be approx 1.0m deep. 

Surface water flows off fields to the left through a field entrance indicated by the blue 

arrow. To the top right, there used to be a farm track (leading to the right and indicated by 

the red arrow). Due to a small housing development, there was a planning requirement to 

block the farm track with an earth bank, but with a drain.  On 26 Oct the silt and debris from 

the surface flooding quickly blocked the drain, leading to a new area of flooding. 

On 24 Dec after some more rain, the road was blocked by a Sainsburys delivery van caught 

in flood water. The van was not recovered until 27 Dec.  

 

Figure 6: Derndale Road – Comparison Photo 

The same area, photographed on 6 Dec 20. The left-hand photo the blue arrow on the left 

shows the field entrance, the red arrow the place where the location of the former farm 

track. On the right, the white, lower arrow, shows the road drain. This has now been raised 

to help avoid the drain becoming blocked by waterborne debris.  The higher orange arrow 

indicates a new through-pipe designed to manage excess flood water. However, note the 

amount of accumulated silt and other debris that now gathers around the drain.  
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Figure 7: Derndale Road 16 Feb 20 

Derndale Road surface flooding. This is a persistent issue on this stretch of road.  

 

Figure 8: Derndale Road - 2 Mar 20 

Same section of road as top-left. This section of road suffers from persistent surface 

flooding from late Sep/early Oct through to late Mar/early April. This is the main road 

linking Canon Pyon and Westhope with the A49. 
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Figure 9: Wellington Road - 2 Mar 20 

Wellington Road. Surface water stretches across the road and into the adjacent fields. Once 

again, this is an area of persistent from Autumn through to early Spring.  

Canon Pyon Primary Treatment Plant 

 

Figure 10: Canon Pyon Sewerage Works - 26 Oct 19 

Canon Pyon Sewerage Works inundated. Note surface pollution. 
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Figure 11: Canon Pyon Sewerage Works - 16 Feb 20 

Water and human waste escaping from the foul water system upstream of the sewerage 

treatment plant. 

Flooding - Damage to Rural Lanes 

 

Figure 12: Flood Damage to Rural Lanes - Pyons Group 

Post flood damage in October 2019. Note the house brick and lump of tarmac from the road 

blocking the culvert (top left). The brick was dislodged from a similar culvert 180m further 

uphill. Floodwater undercutting the bank (centre (also note condition of road surface with 

compression fracturing and signs of lateral displacement)), and eroding the verge and 

exposure of underground cables (right).  


