
PYONS GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE PYONS GROUP PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM 
ON TUESDAY 4 JANUARY 2022 AT CANON PYON PARISH HALL 
 
Present: Mr M. Perruzza (Chairman); Mr R. Shubert (Vice  Chairman); Mr B. Thomas; Mr 
D. Spooner; Mr N. Davies; Mr I. Barber, Mr D. Bowen-Jones and Mr R. Murray. 
 
In attendance: Mr S. Dewar and colleague, Canon Pyon Playing Fields Association; Ward 
Cllr. M. Jones; and Mr R. Hewitt, Clerk. There were ten (10) members of the public present. 
 
2021/120 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Apologies accepted from Mrs G. Dickson, 
Mrs L.  Pugh and Mr H. Ray. 
 
2021/121 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR 

DISPENSATION – None.  
 
2021/122 MINUTES OF MEETING 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 16 November 2021 were agreed to be a true 

record. 
 
2021/123 REPORT OF THE WEOBLEY WARD COUNCILLOR – Deferred.  
 
2021/124 VIEWS OF LOCAL RESIDENTS 

Members of the public raised concerns and objections about planning applications 
214014 Land adjacent to The Dower House and 213765 Land Adjacent St Mary's 
Church. 
 

2021/125 PLANNING 
214014 Land adjacent to The Dower House, Kings Pyon, HR4 8PT – 
Proposed erection of three houses with new access, drives and drainage system. 
Pyons Group Parish Council objects to the proposed development for the 
following reasons: 
 
• Two of the proposed dwellings are located outside the draft settlement 
boundary for Kings Pyon as set out in the emerging Pyons Group NDP review so 
the principle of new residential development for these two houses is not 
supported by the emerging NDP review. 
• The proposed site is on a greenfield site which extends unreasonably beyond 
the depth of most buildings in the settlement (PG7 iv) and the proposal to build 
double depth housing will adversely affect the character of the village (PG7 vi).  
• There is no ecology report, which is considered to be a serious omission given 
the extent of the wildlife on the site reported by members of the public, including 
great crested newts. Further, there are significant trees on the proposed site, 
including four mature Cupressus, and both the trees and their root systems need 
to be protected. The proposed drawings take no account of these trees, and the 
parish council asks that the county tree officer reviews the trees on the site and 
considers what is appropriate for their protection. 
• Paragraph 4.6.7.1 of the Pyons Group Neighbourhood Development Plan 
states that: “Kings Pyon is a less sustainable location for development than other 
settlements within the Group Parish” and goes on to highlight the importance of 
identifying a local housing need that would “serve the purposes of social well-
being”. Pyons Group Parish Council cannot see any evidence in the application 



of a local housing need at Kings Pyon as required in the NDP. The guidance of 
18 percent has been more than met across the group parishes by the Pyons 
Group NDP. 
• The housing need also is considered questionable as previous planning 
permissions granted have yet to be fully constructed according to local people 
(162883 and 153582).  
• Inaccuracies alleged in representations made by members of the public which 
may be material to the planning process should be checked and verified (or 
otherwise) by the planning department.  
• The proposed development is considered to be unsustainable due to lack of 
amenities and facilities at Kings Pyon. The total lack of public transport, shop, 
public house, village hall or any usual amenity associated with a village (save for 
the church) clearly shows why paragraph 4.6.5 states: “Kings Pyon does not 
possess any facilities” and only supports “some limited development” in 
accordance with criteria in PG7. In respect of public transport, the nearest bus 
service is at Bush Bank, a 1.5 mile walk along narrow unlit lanes with no 
pavement. In contrast, Westhope is half the distance to the A4110.  
• Core strategy RA2 states that design and layout for smaller settlements 
identified in fig 4.15 (which includes Kings Pyon) should demonstrate particular 
attention to the form, layout, character and setting of the site and/ or contribute 
to the well-being of the settlement. It is considered that the application does 
neither of these and nor does it reflect local demand or make use of a suitable 
brownfield site.  
• While there is a proposed foul drainage solution, the site report appears to be 
incomplete as the bottom of the first page has an incomplete sentence. As a result, 
the drainage report is considered to lack credibility. Local people report that 
there is an existing watercourse which passes within metres of the sceptic tank, 
and the parish council asks that this is checked as the seasonal watercourse 
eventually joins Wellington brook, and thus should be assessed in view of the 
county council’s phosphates policy in respect of the Lugg and Wye catchment 
areas. 
• The parish council notes the additional information requested by 
Herefordshire Council’s transportation department (highways). The lack of 
visibility drawings should be set alongside concerns raised by local people that 
there is a blind bend close to the proposed accesses. The parish council asks that 
this is assessed on-site by the highways engineer. 
 
For the reasons set out above, Pyons Group Parish Council respectfully requests 
that the planning application is Refused. 
 
213765 Land Adjacent St Mary's Church, Kings Pyon, HR4 8PS – Proposed 
erection of two houses complete with all necessary drainage and extended access 
drive with turning head. Pyons Group Parish Council objects to the proposed 
development for the following reasons: 

 
The proposed site is located outside the draft settlement boundary for Kings Pyon 
as set out in the emerging Pyons Group NDP review, so the principle of new 
residential development is not supported by the emerging NDP review. 

 
The proposed access from the public highway (C1092) is too narrow to support 
the traffic generated by an additional two properties. Believed to be just 2.4 
metres wide at the narrowest point, the access lane is narrow for one vehicle. 
Local people have reported that at least part of the proposed passing place is 



believed to be privately owned, which would make its delivery questionable, and 
in turn mean no places where traffic can pass if going in opposite directions.  
 
Widening the access lane by the church is not an option as there are private 
properties along one side and the other side is the wall with the adjacent Grade 1 
listed church. It is understood that the proposed access was a dirt track until 
about 20 years ago when local residents paid for it to be metalled and the access 
lane has remained unadopted to this day. The ownership of the lane and rights of 
access are understood to be disputed by local residents. 
 
According to Herefordshire Council’s Transportation Department the threshold 
for a shared private drive is capped at 5 accesses serving no more than 5 
dwellings. There are already 5 properties plus the church, each using the shared 
drive/lane for access (Church House, Claylands Cottage, Pentland, Church 
Cottage, the Old Post Office and St Mary’s Church). The addition of two new 
houses will mean 8 properties using the shared lane/ drive exceeding the 
threshold of five properties. 
 
Residents already living on the unadopted lane have reported that oil deliveries 
mean the road effectively is closed for the duration of the delivery and that 
Herefordshire Council collects refuse from the public highway where the lane 
joins the C1092 by near the post box. These reports demonstrate how the access 
is a significant planning constraint to the proposed development. 
 
In addition, the planning application does not meet criteria in NDP policies PG7 
and PG9. Based on the comments above, it is clear that the development does not 
meet PG7 iii), which states that development should not adversely affect the road 
network in the area, including capacity, and on the living conditions of residents. 
PG7 v) and PG9 i) state that the amenity and privacy of neighbouring properties 
should not be adversely affected. The height of the site means the proposed 
dwellings will be overbearing relative to the lower neighbouring properties and 
overlook the existing dwellings. It will also adversely affect the setting of the 
Grade 1 listed church (PG7 vii).  
 
The proposed site is on a greenfield site which extends unreasonably beyond the 
depth of neighbouring buildings (PG7 iv) and takes away a green space that 
contributes to the character of the village (PG7 vi).  
 
Paragraph 4.6.7.1 of the Pyons Group Neighbourhood Development Plan states 
that: “Kings Pyon is a less sustainable location for development than other 
settlements within the Group Parish” and goes on to highlight the importance of 
identifying a local housing need that would “serve the purposes of social well-
being”. Pyons Group Parish Council cannot see any evidence in the application 
of a local housing need at Kings Pyon as required in the NDP. The guidance of 
18 percent has been more than met across the group parishes by the Pyons 
Group NDP. 
 
The proposed development is considered to be unsustainable due to lack of 
amenities and facilities at Kings Pyon. The total lack of public transport, shop, 
public house, village hall or any usual amenity associated with a village (save for 
the church) clearly shows why paragraph 4.6.5 states: “Kings Pyon does not 
possess any facilities” and only supports “some limited development” in 
accordance with criteria in PG7. In respect of public transport, the nearest bus 



service is at Bush Bank, a 1.5 mile walk along narrow unlit lanes with no 
pavement. In contrast, Westhope is half the distance to the A4110. 
 
Core strategy RA2 states that design and layout for smaller settlements identified 
in fig 4.15 (which includes Kings Pyon) should demonstrate particular attention 
to the form, layout, character and setting of the site and/ or contribute to the well-
being of the settlement. The application does neither of these and nor does it 
make use of a suitable brownfield site.  
 
While there is a proposed foul drainage solution, the groundwater soil testing 
was undertaken in the summer (August) so will not take adequate account of 
seasonal rainfall. Further, the parish council has been informed that drainage 
from the site is part of a seasonal watercourse which eventually joins Wellington 
brook and so should be assessed in view of the county council’s phosphates 
policy in respect of the Lugg and Wye catchment areas. 
 
The application form shows 2 properties with 4+ bedrooms (#16), but the floor 
plans are for one property with 2 bedrooms and one property with 3 bedrooms.  
 
For the reasons set out above, Pyons Group Parish Council asks that the 
planning application is Refused. 
 
214349 Derndale Wellington Hereford Herefordshire HR4 8BG – Proposed 
construction of 3 attenuation ponds with the primary purpose of these ponds is to 
attenuate water from agricultural land and the Wellington Brook during peak 
flows. The planning application was supported. 
 
Herefordshire Council planning decisions in the group parishes – None. 
 

2021/126 CLERK’S REPORT – Deferred. 
 

2021/127 REQUEST TO SUPPORT NEW PLAY PARK AT CANON PYON  
Mr S Dewar, chair of trustees, Canon Pyon Playing Field Association, provided 
an overview of plans for the proposed new play park, and requested financial 
support from the parish council. It was agreed to consider this at the next meeting. 
 

2021/128 FINANCE 
The following payments were agreed: Arbortech, removal of tree limb, Westhope 
Hill (£80.00); L Evans & Son (Hereford) Ltd, salt/ grit for winter maintenance 
(£255.30); R Mills, lengthsman/ footpaths (£574.32); and HMRC, PAYE to 5 
January 2022 (£135.80). 
 
The finance working group’s recommendations for the 2022-23 budget and 
precept were considered. The parish council resolved to increase the budget for 
support of the playing fields to £1,000.00 and set a precept of £15,500.00 for 
2022-23. 

 
Systems of internal control were reviewed, and it was agreed they are effective in 
safeguarding public money and resources. 
 
The parish council resolved to purchase a .gov.uk domain name. 
 

2021/129 HIGHWAYS/ LENGTHSMAN/ FOOTPATHS – Deferred. 



 
2021/130 PEDESTRIAN FOOTPATH TO SCHOOL – Deferred. 

 
2021/131 SANDBAGS AT CANON PYON – Deferred. 
 
2021/132 WINTER MAINTENANCE – Deferred. 

 
2021/133 FLOOD GROUP – Deferred. 
 
2021/134 HEREFORDSHIRE LOCAL PLAN UPDATE 

It was resolved to accept the recommended responses of the working group to 
Herefordshire Council’s pre-consultation survey. 

 
2021/135 MATTERS RAISED FOR NEXT MEETING (no discussion)  

Deferred matters. 
 

2021/136 INFORMATION ITEMS – Noted. 
 

2021/137 EMPLOYMENT MATTERS 
[The remainder of the meeting was held in closed session in order to consider 
employment matters.] 
 
The Chairman reported on the recruitment process for a new clerk which remains 
ongoing. It was agreed to extend the period of employment of the current clerk to 
1 February 2022. 
 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday, 1 February 2022 at Canon Pyon Parish Hall [The meeting 
was subsequently postponed to Tuesday 8 February 2022 at the extraordinary meeting held 
on 24 January 2022.] 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.14pm. 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed:  ……………………………………………….. 
 
  

Date:  ………………………………………………….. 
 
 
These minutes were approved at the parish council meeting held on Tuesday 8th February 2022. 
 


